CHAPTER II.
I remained in the practice of the law twenty five 3Tears, and until I entered upon the duties of the office of Governor, since which I have never appeared in a professional capacity before any judicial tribunal, comprising from my admission to the present time a period of fifty one years. For my business I was to a. marked extent indebted to the publick at large, having received but little from the Mercantile interest or from Corporations, and none from the great landed aristocracies of the country. It was notwithstanding fully equal to my desires and far beyond my most sanguine expectations. I was not worth a shilling when I commenced my professional career. I have never since owed a debt that I could not pay on demand nor known what it is to Avant money, and I retired from the practice of my profession with means adequate to my own support, and to leave to my children, not large estates, but as much as I think it for their advantage to receive. The cases in which I was employed embraced not only the ordinary subjects of litigation between man and man in communities like that in which I resided but extended to the most intricate and important causes that arose during the last fifteen or twenty years of my practice. In the management of these I was repeatedly associated with and opposed to such men as Richard Harrison, Aaron Burr, Thomas Addis Emmett, Daniel Webster, John Wells, John V. Henry, Peter Van Schaack, Abraham Van Vechten, David B. Ogden, Samuel A. Talcott and Elisha Williams— a galaxy of great lawyers scarcely equalled in the professional ranks of any country.
Elisha Williams, altho' ten years my senior was my professional antagonist thro' the whole of my professional career. We were for a long succession of years employed in almost every cause that was tried at the Bar of Columbia County, where we both resided, and almost always on opposite sides. We were at the same time prominent leaders in our respective political parties, and both warm-partisans. To the clanger of imbibing personal prejudice from these prolific sources was added that which threatene.d the discharge of adverse duties in cases embittered by the strong personal antipathies of the parties to the litigation; and yet, with a constant indulgence in what is called loose, and means liberal practice, we never had, to my recollection, a motion before the Court for relief against technical or formal advantages taken on either side. I invariably encountered him with more apprehension at the Circuits than any of
21so; and I was deeply itijpi'i'ssed with the. solemnity of the interview. I found him lying on a temporary bed in his library, where he desired lo die, and where I had so often seen him in the full pos-'esMon and exercise of hi,-, powerful mental faculties. As soon
